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Victorian Caversham



‘A Child Strangled and Drowned’

Clappers	Bridge	



Reading Borough Police
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‘There	can	be	li;le	doubt	that	
the	police	have	unearthed	a	

case	which	will	prove	the	most	
remarkable	in	the	annals	of	
crime	for	many	years	past.’	

		
Berkshire	Chronicle,	18	April	1896	
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‘Shocking Discoveries’

Berkshire	Chronicle,	18	April	1896	



‘I	do	not	know	anything	
about	it;		

it’s	all	a	mystery	to	me.’	
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Baby Farming

‘women	of	dissolute	habits	and	without	shame’	



Arthur Ernest Palmer
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‘The	more	the	case	is	
unravelled,	the	more	revolMng	

do	the	details	appear.’	
		

Berkshire	Chronicle,	18	April	1896	
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Evelina Edith Marmon

‘That’s	the	dreadful	woman	to	whom	I	handed	my	Doris.’		



Amelia Hannah Sargeant

‘That’s	the	vile	creature	
who	had	the	“li;le	
fellow”	





‘An Infant’s Hell’
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‘Her	trade	in	children	seems	to	have	been	pre;y	extensive…when	the	
woman	could	give	no	saMsfactory	account	of	their	whereabouts	she	

would	sham	madness.’		



Jane Smith

Berkshire	Chronicle,	18	April	1896	

‘There	is	that	
blessed	baby;	I	
feel	quite	lonely	
without	it’	





‘A Strange Household’

Berkshire	Chronicle,	18	April	1896	



Mary Ann ‘Polly’ Palmer

‘A	tall,	young	woman	of	prepossessing	appearance’	





Illustrated	Police	News		

Trial of Mrs Dyer



‘Old Mother Dyer’
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